October Homework

Upper Elementary

2010-2011

Expectations

Your child will be asked to choose 1 meaningful homework experience per week from a list of 10 which is provided below. One work will be collected on Monday morning of each week. There will be one option that will be constant throughout the school year. See this below as #1. The other nine options will change at the beginning of each month. Once an option is chosen, it may not be done again (For example, if you complete #1a, you may not choose that option again). You may always do more than the minimum requirement.

October 2010
1. Read a book. 

Choose 1 of the options below. Once you have chosen a letter option, it will be crossed off your list for the year. You will then be able to use the remaining choices from November-May. 

a. Shadow read – with 2 copies of a book, read an entire book with a parent. Alternate reading chapters (you even and your parent odd or vice versa) and follow along, word for word, when you are not reading. Turn in a paragraph explaining what you liked and did not like about the experience. 
b. Design a poster summarizing the book. Include all parts of the story including setting, characters, plot, etc. 

c. Write a letter from one character to another.
d. Write to the author.
e. Write an alternative ending to the story. 
f. Create a game based on the book you read. 

g. Make and share a food that somehow fits into your story.

h. Draw a map of the story. Include all major settings.

i. Character analysis- list, describe, and reflect on all major characters. 

j. Write a song about your book. 

k. Act out a scene from the book. 

2. Banking

Imagine that you make $4000 a month.  Now, write checks to pay your rent, food, cell phone bill, cable bill, and utilities.  Search ads, online, and ask your parents help you find the price of these items.  You can find printable checks and check registers at www.moneyinstructor.com.
3. Create a Family Tree

       Use the knowledge of your family members (parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents, great-grandparents, etc.) to put together your family tree. You may also wish to use websites, such as www.ancestory.com (they offer a free 14-day trial), to help you find further information. Also include where your family members are from. 
4. Cultural Differences and Similarities
      List the cultural differences and similarities between you and a friend of another nationality. These may include customs, traditions, education, gestures, personalities, etc.

5. Research a Band, Singer, or Group
      Present the facts researched in a creative display, showing the style of the group or individual you chose. For example, you may have chosen a rock band. You might choose to list the facts with guitars and drums drawn on a border.
6. Write an Autobiography
      An autobiography is an account of your life, written by you. You may begin from birth. Please write one paragraph for each year of your life. 

7. Perform Acts of Kindness for a Family Member  

Without telling the family member, perform acts of kindness during the week.  Reflect about how you felt when you performed the acts of kindness.  Also think about:  Did the person notice?  Did the person know it was you?  How do you think it made that person feel?

8. Create a Map of Your House or Neighborhood  

Draw your map or make it out of play-doh or clay.  Look at where items are in relation to each other.  Measure if you need to, and take the time to really look at where you live.

9. Visit a Country in Europe  

Imagine you are going to visit a country in Europe.  Where would you go?  What would you see there?  What would you eat?  What types of clothing would you need?  How would you travel when you are there?  Create an imaginary itinerary.

10.  Live in an Ancient Culture 

 Imagine you live in an ancient culture.  Share what your life would be like in this culture in words and pictures.
